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Status of Livonian

• Livonian status as Latvia’s indigenous nation is set by the law On Free 
Development of Latvia’s Ethnical Groups and Their Rights for Cultural 
Authonomy” (1992).

• The role of Livonian heritage in the formation of Latvian identity is 
emphasized in the preamble of the Constitution of the Republic of 
Latvia (2014).

• Livonian language status is set by State Language Law: “The state 
ensures the preservation, safeguarding, and development of Livonian 
as an indigenous (autochthonous) language.” (1999)



Status of Livonian

• Newest law to strengthen Livonian status is “Law on Latvian Historical 
Lands” (2021). It defines number of responsibilities of state and 
municipal institutions towards Livonians, but most importantly – it is 
the first law to define role of Livonians in development of Latvian 
nation: “Latviešu vēsturiskajās zemēs uz kuršu, latgaļu, sēļu un 
zemgaļu sentautu, kā arī seno pirmiedzīvotāju — lībiešu — kultūras 
un valodas bāzes veidojusies latviešu nācija.”





Projects of UL Livonian Institute

• State Research Programme’s “Latvian language” sub-project
“Livonian Language” (2019–2021)

• Fundamental and Applied Research Project “Documenting and
Mapping Livonian Place Names and Creating an Official Place Name
Register”(2020–2022)

• Postdoctoral research support project “Applying the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages to Livonian: A 
New Opportunity for Endangered Languages” (2020–2022)



Projects of UL Livonian Institute

• State Research Programme “Digital Resources for Humanities: 
Integration and Development” (2020–2022)

• JPICH – Cultural Heritage, Identities & Perspectives: Responding to 
Changing Societies project Re-voicing cultural landscapes: narratives, 
perspectives, and performances of marginalised intangible cultural
heritage (RCL: ICH)  (2021–2023)

• SRP “Latvian Studies for the Development of a Latvian and European 
Society” project “Multifunctional dictionary of Livonian” (2021–
2024)



Situation of the Livonian

• Livonian community is 250 pax ( actual estimates ca 1000–1500 pax; 
scattered ccross the country)

• ca 20 people are able to communicate in Livonian; 

• ca 50 kids are learning Livonian in the summer school

• “Intertwining element of the Livonian cultural space is a Livonian 
language. Livonian ICH has developed in tight connection with Latvian 
ICH impacting it significantly, therefore language for the long time has 
been a primary marker of the Livonian heritage and a marker of 
belonging to the Livonian community” (2018, LNKC)



Situation of the Livonian

• Livonian language nowadays does not function as a language of the 
community, it is used in evereryday cmmunication sporadically

• Language has not been generally inherited because of the lack of 
motivation and domains

• Lack of practice is an obstacle in maintaining language, but also spirit 

• Use of the language requires also effort and intent, especially 
because of the lack of proficiency

• Lack of language proficiency also limits the exploitation of existing 
collections of the Livonian ICH



Situation of the Livonian

• Language is carried on and motivated by the ICH – e.g. traditions, 
songs

• Language (or connection to speakers) is an identity marker that 
distinguishes Livonian community from others

• Language is perceived as separate, key element regarding Livonian 
heritage by the community, elements of the ICH actually carry the 
language and not vice versa

• Visual manifestations and elements of the Livonian are considered as 
a way of honouring Livonians and their heritage



Situation of the Livonian

But also:

• Language is considered to having became part of the performance, 
stage manifestations of the ICH elements

• Elements of language that have become linguistic heritage of the 
majority language, are not generally felt as Livonian heritage
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